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ion will follow cleanup of Lewiston N-si 
3y NEIL GRAVES 
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LEWISTON - Nearly 50 years of 
" radioactive-contamination history will 
be buried by Sept. 3 when the Energy 
Department completes a remediation 
project at the former Lake Ontario 
Ordnance Works. 

Portions of the 191-acre site then 
will go on the auction block. Bechtel 
Inc. officials, who are acting as caretak- 
ers for the federal government, say de- 
tails of the auction date and the size of 
the lots have not been finalized. 

The cleanup will be the solution to a 
problem that began in 1944 when what 
was then the War Department sudden- 
ly shut down a 50-building, TNT-pro- 
duction facility. The site soon began 
receiving shipments of mysterious sub: 
stances called K-65, L-30, L-50 and F- 
32. 

In a sense; Lewiston was getting a 
jump on the rest of the nation - it was 
entering the nuclear age. The mysteri- 
ous compounds were being used in the 
Manhattan Project - the production 
of the first atomic bombs. 

The main building appeared for all 

the world as a dairy farm, silo and all, 
said Donald A. Gamble, site operations 
manager for Bechtel. 

After the war the property was run 
by various private enterprises, includ- 
ing National Lead of Ohio, which used 
it into the 1950s. But by the '80s, the 
site was a largely deserted field of 
weeds that had a 165-foot-high silo 
stocked full of uranium residue. In 
1981 the silo began leaking into a 
drainage system, stretching nearly 2% 
miles away. 

The Energy Department then called 
in Bechtel. 

All the contaminated waste at the 
ordnance works is considered low-level. 

The 10-year cleanup will cost $40 
million. 

~ewiston town officials believe that 
when the government holds its auction, 
the town may be first in line for the 
bidding. Gamble said he does not know 
whether the town has a right of first 
refusal, but Councilman Calvin C. 
Schultz said, "I think we do." 

Schultz said that the town could ise 
the land to develop a light industrjal 
park. 
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